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Abraham-Lincoln wins lottery jus |

By Sgt. Betty Dodd-Rogers, 372nd MPAD

Claude Abralilam was born in Ghana,
Alriea, in 1974, and lived in the small town
of Tema, working as a quality control officer
in the local flour mill. Afier graduating
from college, le grew tired of his job and
wanted 1o go lo America, so he entered the
.., visa lottery.

% The Diversity Visa Lotlery Program
3 is a congressionally mandated
program that offers up
to 53,000
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Spec. Claude Abraham-Lincoln checks
paperworkatthe gate on FOB Schoonover
during CSTX 91 11-01 at Fort Hunter

diversity visas annually.  The lottery
winners are mndomly selected from o
pool of candidates from countries with
low immigration rates 1o the United States
who meet strict eligibility requirements.

Alihough he did not win on the first or
second try, Abmbam was determined to
get to America. He entered a third time
and finally won. As part of the conditions
to enier the lottery, an applicant must
meet cerlain  educational  or  work
experience requirements; Abraham met
both, but he said that lie could not have
done this by himself — that God had
truly blessed him.

When  he  first
/ arrived in the US.,
Abraham stayed with
[rends in Pennsylvanin
Unable to find wark,
this resourcelul, young
man  broadened  lis
search and found wark
in Boston, Mass, us a
banquet supervisor at a
! loeal hotel.

The hotel director was
over-working the employees
and treating them unfairly,
frequenily  estending  the
employees” eight-howr shilts to iwelve
hours.  Some workers quit, but mast
could not. A group of employees
comphined to ihe union; they wanted
to work the hours they were promised
and receive the benefits they deserved,
During the tug of war with the union,
Abrabam, then 36, decided to join the
Army and departed for Basic Training
Jan. 5, 2009.

“Thaose days were terrible,” he said with
a heavy accent. *On the first day I could
only do five sit-ups.”

Abeabam  knew he lad to stay
motivated lo make it through trining,

Most of the other Soldiers were |
younger than he and could do the |j

required push-ups, sit-ups and run.

He would not let this defeat him; he |3
became even more determined to pass |

the Army Physical Fitness Test. On
the lnst APFT before Basic Training
graduation, Abmham did more than
G0 push-ups and sit-ups, He views
lis performance us one of the biggest
accomplishments of his life.

When Abraham went back to work
in the Boston hotel, he used lis
motivation, new-found courage, and
support of his fellow workers to fight
the director for employee rights and
file a grievance against him. Becanse
of his brave actions, employees
nicknamed him “Abraliam Lincoln.”

Abraham’s parents moved [rom
Ghana to Europe several years ago,
and ol one time, he was thinking of
joining them there, His father had
enconraged this idea because his son
did not know anyone in the U.S., but
Abrlam tald him he would make
friends. In September 2010, beside
5,000 ather people at Fenway Park in
Bosion, Claude Abraham was sworn
in ns an American citizen. At that
time, lie officially chunged his naume
to Claude Abraham-Lincaln.

Spe. Clwde  Abraham-Lincaln
is  cwrently a  transportution
management coordinator assigned to
the 822ud Movement Control Team
in Boston, Mass, Now he knows a lot
of peoplewho nat only live in America,
bt who also fight for her freedom.
And not only does Abraham-Lincoln
know them — they have become part
of his family.
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The 89th Sustalnment Brigade uses a Deployahle Rapld Assembly Shelter during CSTX 91 11-01.

Shelter above the rest

By SQ!. 8etly Dodd-Rogers, 372nd MPAD

Ofien, the fielding of new equipment can be a trying,
stressful time for a unit and its Soldiers. For the 85th
Sustainment Brigade on FOB Schoonover at CSTX 01
11-01, however, the adjustnent to their new fielding has
been quite easy. The 891l is the only unit participating
in the evercise that ulilizes the Deployable Rapid
Assembly Shelter. ‘This DRASIH is an easily erected
tent system that is equipped with generators, light sets,
internal climate control systems, cu!ling—e(lge audiovisual
t]isp]uys, cominunications ieclmu]ogy and its own Jilobilily
platform,

Col. Mikel Burrows, commander of the 80th
Sustainment Brigade in Wichiln, Ka., snid there is no
comparison lo their old tent system, The unit can now run
24-hour operations easily and can configure the DRASH
any way it wants.

The beauty of this shelter system is certainly ils
versatility; the numerous, small pieces can he joined
together in a variety of ways, or they can remain separate,
based on the needs of the mission. Far this mission, the
brigade chose to provide every stalf section with its own
wing; one wing was also designated as a briefing area,
preventing the typical interruption of ongoing operations
during daily meetings.

Upon receipt of the DRASH system last year, the 89th
went through Army Battle Command Teaining net fielding
ta learn how to assemble and maintain the tents during
annual training. The Army even sent contractors to the unit
to train the Soldiers, who learned everything from driving
the first stake 1o minning the communications wire.

1st Sgt. Steven Kemnel, the first sergeant for
Headguarters  and  Headquarlers  Company,  89th
Sustainment Brigacle, said it takes at least eight people to
set up 1 DRASH tent, but it is still a lot less intensive to
assemble than a regulur tent.

"The set-up for the command DRASH usually takes
a couple of days, but the tear-down is usually done in
one day because the Soldiers are ready to go home,” Lt.
Cal. Clinton Williams, the operations officer for the 89th,
said.

When the unitarrived at the Combat Support Training
Exercise, one of the chief concerns was weapons storage.
Sgt. Brian Brigman, the supply sergeant, came up with
a plan.  Brigman attached two medium DRASH lents
together, then secured one shelter entrance to the door
af the connex containing the wenpons. This artangement
aflorded the 24-hour weapons guards more security and
comfort than guards traditionally experience in a field
environment.

Each DRASH Utility Support Transpart Trailer holds
u generator, a heating/cooling unit for the tent sysiem, and
n storge compartment for collapsed shelters. The trailers
are secured to military vehicles during movements and
can traverse even rugged terrain,

The Saldiers of the 89th Sustainment Brigade
are definitely content with their DRASH system, ils
state-of-the-art technalogy, and its climate-controlled

_environment, Shortly after their arrival at Fort Hunter

Liggett, the maintennnce section erafted a sign for the
main tent entrance that displays their unit patch and their
molto, “Above the rest.” Certainly, their new shelter
system meels their high standards.

Liggett Calif., June 15.
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